
Otter Up!!! 
 
We hope that everyone is safe and healthy during this difficult time. Our staff misses seeing the 
students in the classrooms, but they are happy that they get to touch base with students online. We 
hope remote learning is going well, please don’t hesitate to email your teacher or the office at 
CRoffice@tahomasd.us if you are having any issues.  

Connections to Replace Attendance 

There have been questions about attendance. In lieu of daily attendance, we are instead documenting 
the weekly connections you/your child has with his/her teacher. If you or your child have not been 
connecting weekly ether by email, phone, or learning platform your teacher or the office 
administration will attempt to reach out directly to you to offer support. 

Note from the Dean 

Hi Otter Families!  

Next week is KINDNESS week here at Cedar River and to celebrate our commitment to 

“choosing kindness”, collaboration and continued community building, we have a fun week in 

store for you. Starting with Spirit Week. The days are: 

Monday- PJ Day 

Tuesday-Crazy Hair Day 

Wednesday- KINDNESS T-shirt or CRES Spirit Wear 

Thursday- Crazy Sock Day 

Friday- Flannel Day 

 

Please send your photos to tmcdanie@tahomasd.us. These will be shared the week of May 11 in 

a “movie” format.  

 

Monday, our teachers have a special kick off to the week, so tune in to the morning 

announcements. You can find them at our CRES PTO page or FB page. Announcements are 

daily next week and focused on kindness. There will be virtual games, surprise guest readers, and 

a chance to win prizes!  

 

What we need from you to make this special? A bit of prep is required for a special video to 

share with our staff and essential workers. If you can please take a minute to send in a photo of 

your student doing something kind, student with a large written THANK YOU or note, or even a 

short video clip, we will compile these into a video for our Friday’s morning announcements- 

Assembly Style!  Please send those in by Thursday, May 7th.  

 

We appreciate your continued engagement for our Cedar River Community. We miss your 

kiddos and all they bring to our Otter family.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out via email tmcdanie@tahomasd.us or at 

(425) 413-5407.  

 
Have a great day! 

Tina McDaniel 
Cedar River Elementary School  
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Dean of Students 
425-413-5407 
Tmcdanie@tahomasd.us 
 

Teacher/Certificated Staff Appreciation Week 
 
Schools may be closed but teachers and staff are still hard at work. We may not be able to celebrate 
them in person but we can still make sure they feel appreciated!!! We will be celebrating Teacher/ 

Certificated Staff Appreciation Week May 4- May 8th. We have a week full of virtual ideas you can 

use to show your teachers how much you miss them and how much they mean to you. Keep in 
mind, all of these ideas are just suggestions. If you have any gifts/ideas of your own to show your 
appreciation please be sure to contact your teacher (through whatever means they have provided 
you with) to coordinate delivery. 
 

Monday - You're A Poet and Didn't Know It Monday- Write your teacher a poem (a simple rhyme, 
Acrostic, Haiku, Cinquain) to tell them how great you think they are. 
 
Tuesday-Talent Show Tuesday- Are you a great artist, singer, magician, actor, Rubik's cube solver, 
LEGO engineer, 3 point shooter, dancer? Take your talent and turn it into a beautiful picture, skit, 
LEGO sculpture, music video, etc. Snap a picture of you in action and send it to your teacher to put 
a smile on their face.  
 
Wacky Wednesday - Knock-Knock. Who's There? You are, and you're going to email your teacher a 
funny joke that you think they would like. 
 
Thoughtful Thursday- Take a moment to think about your teacher and answer some of the 
following questions. Then either record a video of you answering the questions or write the answers 
down and email them to your teachers. Possible Questions:  
How do you know when your teacher is happy? 
How do you know when your teacher is angry?  
If your teacher wasn't a teacher what do they think he/she would be? 
If they made a movie about your teacher who would play him/her? 
What super hero or cartoon character would most likely hang out with your teacher? 
If your teacher could have three wishes what do you think he/she would wish for?  
 
Friday-Favorite Things Friday- Record a video message/write an email to your teacher telling 
them some of your favorite things about being in their class and having them as a teacher.  
 
Have fun with these ideas! Your teachers will be so happy and will definitely feel appreciated! 
 
THANKS, 
CRES PTO STAFF APPRECIATION 
 
 

Social Emotional Support 
 
The Social Emotional Curriculum used at the elementary level is called Second Step. Classroom teachers, 
our school counselor and our Future Ready Specialists use the Second Step Curriculum throughout the 
year with students. 
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Second Step has made a collection of on-demand videos available for families on topics you may find 
useful and is an optional resource we wanted to share with you. The lessons include videos and well as 
Lesson Guides for Families. Please see the links below. 
 
Kindergarten: https://www.secondstep.org/covid19support/kindergarten-lessons 
 
First Grade: https://www.secondstep.org/covid19support/grade-1-lessons 
 
Second Grade: https://www.secondstep.org/covid19support/grade-2-lessons 
 
Third Grade: https://www.secondstep.org/covid19support/grade-3-lessons 
 
Fourth Grade: https://www.secondstep.org/covid19support/grade-4-lessons 
 
Fifth Grade: https://www.secondstep.org/covid19support/grade-5-lessons 
 
 
These links are also posted on the Tahoma School District under the Social Emotional Supports Links. 
 
https://sites.google.com/tahomasd.us/tsdcounseling/home 
 

Sarah Lichtenberger and Kathy Johnson, Future Ready Specialists 

Cedar River Elementary 
 

Keeping Traditions Alive 

Principals at each school are exploring options for continuing some traditions as well as finding 
alternatives for others. This includes the discussion around how to keep some of their schools’ 
treasured rites of spring. One of the biggest discussion topics is Camp Casey, the annual 5th Grade 
environmental experience on Whidbey Island. Moving Camp Casey to late September is an option 
that is being explored, and more information will be available soon.  

FAQ’s 
Yes, we are working on a process once the governor lifts the stay at home ban for students to return 
books, collect belongings, and access lost and found items. More information will come out about 
that once the ban is lifted. 

Counselor Corner 

Hello Otter families, 

I miss you all so much!  Here are a couple helpful websites to check out.  These sites provide information 
and ideas around supporting children during this time.  Please feel free to contact me as well.  I’m 
always available to support students and families.   

https://casel.org/covid-resources/ 

https://parents.cmionline.com/ 

Warmly, 

Kalei McKittrick 
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School Counselor 
425-413-5440 

PTO News 

O.A.R. Online Minute Reporting 
We would like to continue tracking our readers’ minutes remotely to ensure our readers receive 
recognition!  Please use the link below to track your child's minutes online. Thanks to everyone who 
participates in this awesome program! Happy Reading Otters! 

 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfP0BP-4TY3HyeN5X-
ayRVRQPiRiwMaZTVXAT5CRGmyiBtAdQ/viewform 

CRES PTO has been working to keep everyone informed on everything from the Dean’s continued 
virtual morning announcements, to at-home challenges, as well as some fun guest readers for story 
time. Checking the Facebook page is a great way to stay in the loop. 

For information about all things PTO click here: https://crespto.weebly.com/ or check us out on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/248716748876097/ 

 
Any questions contact: 

Ingrid McPeak: president@crespto.net  540.454.3699 or 

Gemma Sanchez:  treasurer@crespto.net 
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